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Appreciating the Grandeur of the Pearl of the South
China Sea through an Aesthetic Lens

Formosa, another name of Taiwan, was given by the Portuguese at first sight during the
Age of Exploration to express the overwhelming beauty of Taiwan.

When the world began to ponder mankindls relationship with natural environment
in the late 18" century, the concept of setting up national parks gradually emerged as
environmental conservation arose. Being part of the global village, Taiwan undoubtedly
takes the initiative and undertakes the daunting but absolutely vital task of conserving its
natural ecology. Beyond following the global green trend, we take the lead and innovate in
ways specific to Taiwan to protect its unique natural resources. The overture of Taiwanlb
national parks thus started to play.

Since 1984's establishment of Kenting National Park, the first one of Taiwan, there
have been eight national parks designated. These national parks symbolize the country's
richness of natural resources and human culture. Through the windows of national
parks, the world can witness the beauty of Taiwan and the fruitful achievement of their
conservation practice. Among the eight national parks, Dongsha Atoll National Park, which
was designated on the 17" of January in 2007, is the only national park aiming her primary
goal on conservation of marine ecology. Her designation marks the new milestone of
Taiwan's marine conservation efforts and achievement. Recently, the Marine National Park
Headquarters proactively engages in exploring the natural resources of and evaluating the
feasibility of setting marine national parks on the islets and adjacent waters, in order to put
more essential ecological environment under protection.

Dongsha Atoll is the protection core of the national park. The circular landscape and
diverse ecology has made her a resplendent pearl in the South China Sea since ancient
times. Due to the military importance of the location, national security issues have made
it difficult for the general to access this elegant wonder, and to make contact with the
mystery and the aura of Dongsha. Thank to this restriction, Dongsha Atoll remains her
pristine mystery.

Dongsha Atoll National Park is an important asset to the country, whose unique beauty
should as well be shared with our citizens. Therefore, we sincerely invite readers to take
time to enjoy each piece of photography laid out in this book, to look at the floridity and
vivacity of myriad wildlife of land and sea, and to hear Dongsha Island's euphonious sounds
of birds and insect. We invite you to take a step into this maritime kingdom imbued with so
much beauty which has been a source of pride over the millennia, and hopefully, for years
to come.
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Relax and Enjoy the Story of Dongsha Atoll

Dongsha Atoll is located in the northern South China Sea, near the southwest
part of Taiwan. It acquires diverse species, such as corals, fish, shellfish and
invertebrates, on which the grand ecosystem founds. Accompanied by the valuable
resource, Taiwan's largest seagrass beds around Dongsha Island, and such hidden
wonders, Dongsha Atoll is granted as a precious marine ecological treasure of
Taiwan.

It takes tens of millions of years for coral polyps to secret calcium carbonate to
build this coral reef castle, a ring-shaped atoll in the South China Sea that spans an
area of 50,000 hectares. Dongsha Atoll is 25 km in diameter, consisting of ocean,
intertidal zones, lagoon, Dongsha Island, coastal forest, coral reefs and reef flats.
This is the only one complete developed atoll landscape in Taiwan that possesses
diverse resources of world class. On the northwest part of atoll lies the Dongsha
Island, a coral cay made up by coral and shell debris. With white sand against the
blue sea, Dongsha islandlb picturesque scenery is then portrayed.

In order to conserve and protect the valuable resources, Taiwan's seventh
national park-Dongsha Atoll National Park was established on January 17", 2007.
The Marine National Park Headquarters was set up the same year on October 4" to
be responsible for promoting management and conservation practice at Dongsha
Atoll. In addition, on March 4™ the following year, Dongsha Management Station
was set up at Dongsha Island to develop a systematic action plan to restore the
landscapes, valuable fauna and flora resources of Dongsha Atoll.

"The Blue Coral Sea" is a photographic commentary that has been under taken
by the Marine National Park Headquarters for a long time. We look forward to
introducing the unique beauty of Dongsha Atoll to our readers by presenting this
publication. With this commentary's splendid photographs and elegant narratives,
readers would appreciate Dongsha's refined beauty of lives. While literature mingles
with aesthetics throughout the book, readers get to explore every corner's unique
ecology and experience fascination of Dongsha Atoll.

Marine National Park Director WV‘gz -
)
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From a glimpse of the brilliant ocean hues
Tales of Dongsha
Either looking up or looking down

Chanting slowly spread
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azing at Gorgeous Creatures

SRIBM 53
and Whispers

YMEREY //
ancing and Whirling in the Blue Sky
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B 5= 5545 5550151 /A satellite image of Dongsha Atoll '



of Marine World
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The Colorful Palette of Marine World On the journey of evolution

Open up the page of South China Sea Coral reefs remain

Astonishing In their most humble position

A glass plate with jewels embedded Looking upon at Formosa’s pride

A rich spectrum of blue chants Today, she is no longer a mystery

An ocean song that has been going on for millions of centuries For the boundless blue sea
Million years of maritime history Is within her arm’s reach

Welcoming admiration from every corner

RHEQFEFVEREE | §
Blue Outlines the Profile of Dongsha Island
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Looking towards lateral side

A different perfection emerges

The waves in the ocean

Rolling forward, one after another

Is a gentle reminder of Dongsha’s vicissitude history
And its strength that allows an island

To carry on

Becoming an enclosed coral reef fortress

Extends below sea level

With abundant life lives dwell in

{7 EE E=5)%:52 / Overlooking the Shadows of Dongsha’s Reefs

1
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12  [EFEFESPECIEAYLAR/ This shipwreck evokes memories

Tides day and night

Ripple the oceanic Silk Road
With tenderness

Like firmly heartbeats of Dongsha
Traversing the glorious ages

Of Dongsha Atoll










M EEBRE
A R oA IR E
WEERBENRD EE
#3% 7 B Coral reefs are sprinkled on the ocean
ERiEHE4E With deliberation
Em#%BE#E Like dazling stars on the sea of Dongsha

—i#& % # ¥ Now turn on your imagination
BHEFBEFEDEERE Watch them become poetic verses
And being strung into beautiful poems
In the vast blue sea

Spanning across the South China Sea

And Dongsha Atoll

JRi0A T 2 FEE AV R AR I 5 / Patch reefs spread out making the lagoon a chessboard | 15



3PN

BT EL R
RAHRMAERRH
E&m# -~ ARER
RETESRZERBAKMAED
BRDEHRERBRE
REZENENR

o AR

TE-MAERL

Sea and sky

Differentiation has no longer existed

Only liveliness and tranquility last for adornment
Ancient corals along with shell debris

Washed ashore after millions of years of grinding
Dressing up Dongsha Island this pure white cloth of
fine sand

Neither pretentious nor complicated

Simply natural and intact

With a breeze of elegance

16 BV EHRIEUNEEEET A ETEE /Dongsha Island is shaped like the big claw of a crab
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A filiment of green light reveals itself in the ocean
Knock, knock

The brilliant host comes with greetings

Ocean currents and gorgeous sea lives swim by
This tropical forest under sea

Composing a gentle thythm

Schools of fish, corals and sea anemones

Exhibit a colorful quilt

And

Dare to blink my eyes

For this dream-like surrounding

MFEndsERRamES | 19

A lionfish juvenile perching on a coral colony

Might slip away suddenly
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Colorful fish drifts and,reveals its bounding to ocean

20 EFRrERELEIRESTSENSLINIARI/ The blue-green damselfish (Chromis viridis) rambling above the branches of a staghorn coral
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Sunlight appears slightly, stirring up the peace of the sea

—ISE0EE - IR R EE AT PRI ATSEREBR G / An encounter of sea glodie (Pseudanthias squamipinnis), butterfly fish and red sea whip = 21




EWHZE  Flawless deep blue

BlR—THEAME Weaves an immense curtain
W% L 4%  Fora graceful, yet playful scene
BEHEREREES® Recklessly stirring up sea life
BZEZ  And their soft light shadows
HAEBAEBIEZ  Glancing behind suddenly
fof £ H¥EHTE  Thousands of years in passing
F KA EA  Endless thoughts remain within waves

{FRERVE L FEEUMIEAEEEE (Z0) /Tha extending colonies of cauliflower coral (Nephthea erecta) (left)
22  EITINEDHISEER (43) /The upside-down jellyfish (Cassiopea andromeda) scattered on a seagrass bed (right)



52 IR S A E IR RSN R ENIEAZEMIAASS / The Clark butterfly fish (Chaetodon Kleinii) and the yellow-brown wrasse (Thalassoma lutescens) swimming leisurely above the finger-shaped soft coral = 23
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Lighting

Penetrates the blue of sea

But barely figures out the mystery of life
The marks and patterns

Born from within

Perhaps it can be solved

In another space and time

S EEEE8E () /The yellow goatfish (Mulloidichthys vanicolensis) (top)
U e TIES - @i ELUD SR (T) /The longfin banner fish (Heniochus acuminatus), butterfly fish (Chaetodon argentatus) and Moorish idol (Zanclus cornutus) (bottom)



B R = BE AT 3L A7 EESE FT/ The luminous cardinalfish (Rhabacamia gracilis) use the branches of a firecoral as their shelter = 25
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E{58/83 5 (Z) / White-striped anemone fish (Amphiprion frenatus) (left)

26 5EECEZEE (75) /Clark anemone fish (Amphiprion clarkii) (right)

This is a story about deep affection

It is said

Sea anemone always presents a cozy nest
At all times extending its thick tentacles
Enticing the clownfish to cuddle

Even if life threatening

Clownfish remains loyal

Willingly submits to dependency
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EENEER - —MEZEY RS EEIEGEZE14 /Symbiosis among Clark anemone fish (Amphiprion clarkii), juveniles of three-spot damselfish (Dascyllus trimaculatus), and radiated sea anemone =~ 27
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28 SHBEEEASEMNEER R TIEIEE S/ Sammara squirrelfish (Neoniphon sammara) and lattice soldierfish (Myripristis violacea) are nocturnal reef fish
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It is not for the desire to imitate
Cave men

So we dwell in caves

It is because

Looking at the world
From inside a cave

Makes everything rational

REEMRE BN B2 U2 R AR ERDE (1) / The crowned squirrelfish (Sargocentron diadema) (top)
M S2Es SENE SR () /The black-blotched moray (Gymnothorax eurostus) (bottom)
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This deep coral reef trough
Should begin from the endless currents
Rushing through the elaborately formed reef
An unrivalled look was
Sculptured by a classic touch
It is a kind of miracle hidden in Dongsha

That will continue its course ahead

FNSHRIKERVETCHRIETEEL (1) /Spotted eagle ray (Aetobatus narinari) (top) - 52 TET{REREE EEER| (41) /Brown sting ray (Dasyatis lata) (center)
30 FEBEISEAZEIFEISEEEARING () /Sicklefin lemon shark (Negaprion acutidens) (bottom)



3B IR R8T S TR IR ATELREE /Marbled ray (Taeniura meyeni) shuttling through troughs and channels of coral reefs
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Calligraphy of Corals

Is accomplished by schools of fish Create a
breathtaking picture

Drifting patterns as a writing brush

The vast blue sea as paper

These unbounded lines

Like crinoids’s

Unrestrained wildness

While blossoming

Get all attention

E A= FREE A 235 (D) /Marine crinoid (Himerometra magnipinna) (left)
KREBEEILEESEEET () /The bennetti crinoid (Comanthus bennetti) (right)

3
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R B R R #E 51822/ The pink anemone fish (Amphiprion perideraion) and a ritteri anemone (Radianthus ritteri)
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What we see here is a bit more
Composed and sumptuous
Whether dynamic or static

Opened or closed
Subtle elegance remains
Even lying sideways

It keeps charming as usual

REPAI SR BEE L HRIENES (D) - WEERNESREERE LI 28T ()
Two magnificent sea anemones (Heteractis magnifica) shown extended (top) and contracted (bottom)

35



36 EFIRIERAI D THEEEEAYE I/ Colonies of mushroom corals crowded in the lagoon of Dongsha Atoll
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Wavy-shaped skirt

Swayed by intermittent waves
Inadvertently shows

Delicate wins over macho

Just harmonious

HETEFUMIAREEE E — D EEREZZRE/ Glomerate tree coral (Umbellulifera sp.) reveals a gorgeous pose = 37
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P FHE B Looking pink and naughty
MHHEEZHITE  Yetstubborn and persistent
BF#H—MEEE  Asudden cool breeze
EM LA MHB  Awakes coral polyps
Wi # Y BF  Tentacles extends promptly

IfE  Wanting to capture

#/721EZ  This rare occasion

fai

SRR D 12 TR M E2 / Dense coral polyps cover the branches of a siphonogorgonia coral ~ 39
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A) SEAZERSLIMEA SRR E S2HZ/ Table coral (Acropora hyacinthus) colonies spread out like table tops

Let’s play a game of chess

Lay out the chess pieces

Opponents wander between borders
On table-like coral colonies
Observing eagerly

And enjoying leisurely
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SR IEN EISEEAVIAEEEE/ Coral assemblages on the eastern seaward reef slope of Dongsha Atoll =~ 41
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EEHR BB 22 BEAY LD B LAEA 3L D 452 A3 [EEFE T/ Juveniles of blue-green damselfish (Chromis viridis) use the branches of staghorn corals as their shelter = 43
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Didn’t the beautiful flowers

Migrate to this water world

From the crystal white sandy shore

One blossom, two blossoms, three blossoms
Oh no,

One branch, two branches, three branches
Colorful Christmas trees

Gentle

Shhh!

Don’t scare them away

44 FERSRFREETIEEIFN/)\EY) (1) /The featherduster worm (Sabellastarte sp.) extends its tentacle to catch plankton (top) - B5E4- RAVIEEE 52 RFMELEEEETS () / The gregarious tube worms (Bispira sp.) (bottom)
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TSI - AYERD K NiE&EE2 / The colorful Christmas tree worms (Spirobranchus giganteus) grow on a Porites corals
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Starry night

Also reflects brightly in the ocean

Eternal

In sea star’s mind

implys a dream of everlasting regeneration
Another integrality

Just like that

Grows out from the broken arm

ME1T#E 18RS RMEBE (Z£ L) / Orange starfish (Echinaster luzonicus) (left top) - SR iR/EEEFF|—EEBEtOEEE 4 (22 ) /Regeneration of an orange starfish from an arm (left bottom)
46 FiZEESBEEEMIANE E () /Grain leather starfish (Choriaster granulatus lutken) prefers to live on deep reef slope (right)
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They come in all shapes and colors
Blues, reds

Like a hair bundle

Like an Egyptian pyramid

Like ancient currency

What amazing wonders

Ag;

SERINANEFE (B

The large topshell (Tectus maximus) (top)

1B EYIRE R ()
The gold-ringer cowrie (Cypraea annulus) (center)

EIEREEEEEEEEEXA (T)

The cushion starfish (Culcita novaeguineae) (bottom)
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REBRIENEBREMZEZBIAE (75) /The maxima clam (Tridacna maxima) (left)

4



4§ FPEDEZEEEEZFREEY - fUEE 22 /Elizabeth colorful sea slug (Chromodoris elisabethina) is beautiful for both its color and lines




AR R
HREVERH
EBUR K W B

ES td
EBRRLEET
RRFOMMHEAR
Jk ik o B 1%
Ry — BB

&7

Streamlined costumes

Tailored as colorful fashions

Their beautiful and flirtatious disguise
Contains numerous hidden traps

Using glamour to allure preys

While their sense of smell

Already zoomed in on an admiring target
Attack

At the point of provocation

EAEBIFEEEE ST E2ZEIREE (ID) /The sea slug (Phyllidiella pustulosa) (left) - RIS BIEEE S R E VR E RZREREE (Fh) /The leaf-pattern sea slug (Phyllidia varicosa) (center)
HEIVBEERENEREZOEEBIR (43) /The colorful sea slug (Hypselodoris apolegma) (right)

49



Z# %%  The philosophy of being soft
REE#RWAEFESSE  Offers wisdom to their survival
ERABERE  Every time waves drift by
WY H%BHEE  Sea grass dances like ribbons

EEETHREEY  Swaying like open arms
EHREARER Welcomingall
%% Emerald green world
¥HE—FKA&4ZK Boomand thrive
Propping up like cozy beds

On the ocean floor

5) MEEAUNEEE 2B E RS THETELE (D) /The oval halophila (Halophila ovalis) (left) - £=imi4E 2 /Y7KIES (45) /The noodle seagrass (Syringodium isoeitifolium) (right)
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&M< / An attachment to the ocean and sand
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Legend says

Loving memory returns from the past
Ocean waves ripple like a wide smile

A wisp of bright white sheen

From thousand years of making

Triggers the lingering lives

Among ocean, white sand and Dongsha Island
Stacked in midst of piles of blue and white
Are the dormant brilliance

Of each season

When blossoms are in full bloom

Who can compete with nature’s art

This is when fun legends become reality

AT A SRR ARSI TE Y
Atropical big-headed ant (Pheidole

megasephala) on the flower of a Xi tree
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bl  EREEZXEERYEEFR/A dense seagrass bed is rich in productivity
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Drifting in time

Fertile seagrass beds

Life accumulates and proliferates
Tides in, tides out

Should they ride on the waves

Or wait with deep affection until yield to the waves gently

IR SRR EE HAY/B S % 2 / Seagrasses in the lagoon expose during low tide = 5§



AR ZE1EE /A day of clear blue sky at the little lagoon
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The sound of nature plays

Around the lagoon

Like a clear river flows to the horizon
As floating clouds descend gently
From blue sky

Tenderly scooping up

Coral and shell fine sand

Ask for age curiosely

EHEEIEFE AV / The beauty and tranquility of the lagoon
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iR EE LA ZRHEAR T/ The horn-eyed ghost crab (Ocypode ceratophthalmus) has large stalked eyes
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Wearing their protective covering

Crab troops rapidly sprawl

On the beach

Leaving their meandering footprints
Staring intently with their round eyes

Revealing an inexplicable

Eagle-like attraction

IX3R EIEHEE 7S BB AL ARYBEEE (Z5) /A brown land crab (Carclisoma carnifex) (left) - S50 22(T8N#E 18RRI TIEENY) (F2) / The ghost crab (Ocypode cordimana) (right) | 61
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Lie down and feel the goodness of Dongsha

62 =B ERS5E R EIEEZ/ The beach naupaka (Scaevola sericea) has the ability to block wind and stabilize sand
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Towering the hot sun

Mg EEEE28)AY4Ean 7]/ Screw pine (Pandanus odoratissimus) has a strong vitality | 63
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The blossoms

Bloom

Like the flowers of youthhood
Open up vivid pupil eyes
And waving skirts

Bashfully exchange greetings with green leaves

Delivering a colorful invitation card

BARBEE SR (72) /Bay cider (Suriana maritime) (left) - IS E/BRICEEIEL KIS E () /The ball nut tree (Calophyllum inophylium) (right)
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}/Linden hibiscus (Hibiscus tiliaceus) are like suspended wind chimes
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The daytime on island

Always filled with happiness and fun
Virtue is contained within

When it comes the critical point

In a glimpse

Beautiful fruits reveal within flowers

EREEEEENE —  BU—RREBEE (AD) /Hippocampus teeth (Sesuvium portulacastrum) (left) - #ETEAETH 5 TEWFELIBEREES (41) /Beach cordia (Cordia subcordata) (center)
SO ESEE E SR E P IS = UIMELUIE S 2268 (75) / Desert purslane (Portulaca psammotropha) (right) 67
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FCAENGEZRIVAIIRRIAEXIR (22 1) / Yellow nicker (Caesalpinia bonduc) (left top) - &8 EAZET » RERMIEEK K15 (5 1) /Sea lettuce (Scaevola sericea) (right top)
68 THEZRITEIREIRELRD - JERHIE LRI () /Sea poison tree (Barringtonia asiatica) (bottom)



Morning dew is still wet

Early dawn

Already awaken

Conversation between colorful flowers and insects

Only the distinctive flowers of sea poison tree

Seemingly knock their withering bells

FIEEEEERZHE () /Chinese locust (Atractomorpha sinensis) (top)
KEARBRITRER » BEEZERITERIFZ (F4) /Hawk moths(Cephonodes hylas) (bottom left) - 7 UEENSE L 135249 E (T4) /Six ladybugs (Menochilus sexmaculatus) (bottom right) | 9
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As romantic as its name
Dancing in the air

Wings flapping lightly

From the moment of emergence
Speculating

The joy of life

Permeated with the feeling of spring

70 SI5Epaus-4nss (B) - 45539898 (F) /The caterpillar of common crow (Euploea core) (top) - The pupa of common crow (bottom)



SIS EFTAE / Eclosion of an common crow | 71
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Inconspicuous color choices

Manifest harmony

Considering numerous creature’s impressions
And stacking-up

An eco-building

Without extravagant design

Display natural simplicity

12 =OEE-E285508 S FES () /Dongsha Island Monument (left) - B850 & IR i5-<T3EIRTELE BESE —§R (743) /Dongsha Management Station (right)
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Tick-tock

Sounds of time passing

Traces of history

Written throughout chapters of Dongsha
Many stories

Turned into history

As the wheel of time turns

/8 7% -55) S %/ South China Sea Fortress Monument | 73
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74 EOKREEA MRLA ) EIREFRALIE/RAIMAL/Dongsha Dawang Temple
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An irony of fate

Brought a drifting wooden raft here

Even things change with the elapse of time
As we view it calmly

The remote history

The profile of this Jewry-like atoll is

Still refine and charming

O ERRERIRN /5 ) B R R/ /South China Sea Atoll Mounument

15
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Dancing anc

in the Blue Sky
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Gazing at the boundless skyline
I wait for tides to subside

And find an opportunity

To capture the graceful clouds
Contrasted by the blue sky
Slow, gentle, graceful movement
Twirling and dancing

As if anticipating something

Is it tidal sounds, ray of dusk

Or the heroic glow of Dongsha’s birds

sepEasoxg N
Dances in Dongsha skyline
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Clouds longingly linger
Looking quietly
Upon the depth of blue sea
As they turn around, leaving no shadows
Just the crystal clear ocean
Accompanying the faithful atoll

Echo true sentiments

B R AEZIAEE(N/ Ocean and sky—-mutually complimentary
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T EEZLAIH 227/ A gradation of cloud ribbons rendered in the sky

Strolling along

Suddenly before my eyes

A patch of rich whiteness

Painted in midst of an intense blue world
As if piercing from ancient to modern times
From ocean bottom to sea surface

Stringing along the most tender memory of

Dongsha Atoll




E R EX
AR AR 5 R
—REYWYEN
AHESBEF
METHERLR Y
e R

v

P
TN

Looking back at the sky
From afar

A glimpse of morning ray
Still charms

A graceful scene unfolds
Take these delicate hands
Wealtz along love songs and
Cool breeze

Spin to an elegant pose

I E= £ [iEEE/ Graceful dance moves

81



82 ZRZEEEEEIRAVELTS White clouds fill the air with lively notes
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Who says the sky is only in shades of blue
Who says the boundless sea is only azure
Through my meandering field of vision
Staggering white clouds

Enhance the blueness of Dongsha

And vaguely a sound can be heard

That almost breaks the silence of Dongsha

SLAN—E K ZE[E E26H/ This beautiful scenery touches us like a waltz of sky ~ §3



84 ESEESELTR/A group of cattle egrets (Bubulcus ibis)
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They are cattle egrets

Visiting this land of white sand

And taking advantage of the magnificent
Spring scenery

Wearing their yellow feathery caps
Wings wide spread

The remote northern frontier

Here we come

EEAE LI B SAREEE) #1732 B %152/ The main diet of cattle egret is land insects and small animals =~ 85
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Waves ebb in and out, The ruddy turnstone spy willingly, Picturesque scenery everywhere

B A8 IR 2222 / The ruddy turnstone (Arenaria interpres) spreads the wings
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Moving or still, Engaging eyes reveal a bit of poetic sentiments, Giving the cold winter a touch of warmth

STEENAES 5UE B9 #1578/ The ruddy turnstone immersed in the quiet surrounding | 87



88 ENESIESEEFE S/ The wood sandpiper (Tringa glareola) assesses its surrounding vigilantly
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Get ready

Foraging is essential

Fold up your wings

Try to lower down your normal stature
And maintain a low profile

Now gaze sharply

Then tread in the water

Concentrate

Focus

Search for your next meal

FIERYIAIAALES (5) /An oriental cuckoo (Cuculus saturatus) found food (left) - = B AR IS HAZHRIR VDN (42) /An gray-tailed tattler (Tringa incana brevipes ) carefully searching for prey (right)

89
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Seasons come and go

This secret paradise

Only birds know

Arriving in a cool breeze
Settling here at the romantic
South China Sea

Suddenly remembering

This is the place

We long to be

SEEIRENEIHERIRS
- The black-winged stilts (Himantopus himantopus) gracefully debut their fashionable red footwear



INEEAGSHIR RSB EREL (L) /Little egrets (Egretta garzetta) exposing their S-curve vividly (top) | 91
BEXEOERCIENAIS 58 () /The mongolian plovers (Charadrius mongolus) can usually be seen in spring after they've shredded their feathers (bottom)




92  i@ACAE EIRESZ 38 / An arctic warbler (Phylloscopus borealis) stands on a branch with an air of arrogance




BRI
HEAR
RRIKE
BEFRRGEARE
BE—AWEE
nBEE
Settle down, listen
Focus, observe
Don’t miss a beat
Agile movement

Spirited rhythm

Allin the eyes of the beholder

HIAEEL CZEEESEE (%) /Acattie egret (Bubulcus ibis) performs ballet in the air (left) - HHE) 4= anAIEAEFREE (75) /A white-breasted waterhen (Amaurornis phoenicurus) twists its body to show flexibility (right) = 93
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Noisy sounds forgotten

Passing times observed

Silence

Evokes a more exquisite side of
Dongsha

Black, white, blue, and yellow
Create colorful feathery protection

And cover countless memories

STRYNEEEE = T ESENEY (ZT) / Grey wagtail (Motacilla cinerea) (left) - EE4%E022 SFEMEFFEH IR (F1) /Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) (center)

U EREBNNIRSEENGE » EIRRFIBE (45) /Bamn swallow (Hirundo rustica) (right)



ZRFNHDEERIVFICRE ~ RS () MIEIRE (M2 /Silky starling (Sturnus sericeus), gray starling (Sturnus cineraceus), gray-backed starling (Sturnus sinensis) = 95



06 = —SEEiEAR==1E/A hoopoe (Upupa epops) wearing a black and white suit
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Perusing in the sky

Day and night

Their delicate statures

A reminder of seasonal change

Black and white wings flap in the air
Circling and vibrating

All of a sudden

An Indian Chief returns from the past
Splendidly dressed

For a special occasion

W EFEBEOEEEEMRIT (22) /Ahoopoe (Upupa epops) spreads its black and white wings during a flying journey (left)
TS EE RERIGRIEREY (13) /The hoopoe (Upupa epops) has tan color crown feather with black spots (right) | 97



HISHERANEPIE (R2) ~ BIHES2 78/ Golden plover (Pluvialis fulva), ruddy turnstone (Arenaria interpres), the oriental pratincole (Glareola maldivarum)
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Migrants

Destined for a drifting lifestyle
A chance to meet
Depends on fate

Perhaps a promise made

In a previous life
With the will to travel
Far and wide
Dongsha’s embrace

We make a stride

FOESBIRZEI5Z A5 (7o) / The flying posture of the short-eared owl (Asio flammeus) is quiet and light (left)
TRASEEISHE5E B 25948 (73) /The beak of chinese goshawk (Accipiter soloensis) is shaped like a hook (right) = 99
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Time

Sometimes flies by like a breeze
Wrinkling the smoothness of the lagoon
Dusk

Orange sunset reflect on rippling water
Such mysterious illusion

Captured instantly

100 ESZEEEEE5E31/Asoft golden glow casted on the lagoon during dusk
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The usual calmness

Instantly becomes exciting

At sunset

The sky transforms to a colorful painting
Ocean and clouds cast a red glow

From day to night

A tale is told
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=9 3% A% /Dongsha at sunset 103
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After a day of excitement

Everything eventually returns to peace
This beautiful scenery

This journey

Under the fiery sunset

The curtain falls

Only the symphony of Dongsha

Keeps on playing

it 5" B A75% H S8/ The magical sunset scenery | 105
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£ ZENAYER) &/ Dongsha nocturne under the starry sky
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The night in the sky

Cast a hazy but romantic light
Time in space

Come to a stand still

In the vast galaxy

Look to the distance ahead
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The silent stars in the sky

And our dreams

Shine brightly

Magnifying the goodness of Dongsha
To be rooted

Deep in our hearts

Eternally

RDEFEI

e
PRI

F#L5%/Dongsha’s beautiful night = 107
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ou’n‘sg the most dazzling beauty of
South China Sea

53 IRAURREERS 2 /A tranquil daybreak 109
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