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Foreword

The South Penghu Marine National Park is the ninth national park and the second marine national park in Taiwan. It consists of four major
islands: Dongji Yu, Xiji Yu, Dongyuping Yu, and Xiyuping Yu, and nine subsidiary reefs as well as the ocean regions. Around the reefs, where the
unique and magnificent basalt landscape is nourished by the intersection of the currents, the species from the north to the south form an abundant

and diverse marine ecology which has the potential to promote marine environment education.

To record and share the abundant marine ecological environment of the South Penghu Marine National Park, we invited professional underwater
photographers to shoot scenes in the sea as the beginning of a journey of exploration. Through the eyes of these photographers, we can see
glittering views of the beautiful coral, and the staggering numbers of fish swimming in circles. The perspective-snapshot views attentively observing
the diversity of individual species lead the readers to appreciate the beautiful landscape of the vast ocean and the true colors of nature. They can

see the inclusiveness, the diversity and the unique features of the ocean.

Our book takes an underwater perspective, complementing the photography collection of the land of the four islands of Southern Penghu,

"Reflecting Impression." By using photography collections of the land and sea together with aesthetic and story-telling descriptions, we lead the

readers on a journey tg-experience the compret | ¢ 16 _ v v E&r,!«;"awe h,ogg that }Ts}j@utgwlll} . >\.,
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Preface

The ocean is the origin of life and the most precious treasure given to Taiwan, a land surrounded by the sea. “The South Penghu Marine National
Park” is well-known as the original repository of the sea species of Southern Penghu, and is a very important ocean region where people can get to
know the marine culture and ecology. We hope that this photography collection can present the diverse features of the shallow sea of the national

park.

This photography collection is divided into five chapters. The first chapter, “Into the Sea,” takes the coral reef scenery as an entrance into
the ocean knowledge; the second chapter, “Diversity,” presents a variety of marine creatures; the third chapter, “Microworld,” provides close-up
observations of the dazzling and colorful sea slugs; the fourth chapter, “Uniqueness,” presents a variety of different fish with their distinct patterns;
the fifth chapter, “Breathtaking,” leads the readers to experience the majestic and stunning relationship between the ocean and the schools of
fish. The prose-style writing with its beautiful descriptions together with the prudent photo illustrations lead the readers to jump into the sea and

experience a brilliant moment in the water.
“Images of the Sea” is not just a record of images, but is a collection of astonishing photographs of the marine ecosystem of “The South Penghu

Marine National Park" which aims to arouse more people’s awareness of marine conservation. The ocean is not just a boundless area of quiet water;

it nurtures thousands of species, and also benefits humans living on the land.
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The “South Penghu Marine National Park” consists of four major
islands, Dongjiyu, Xijiyu, Dongyupingyu, and Xiyupingyu, as well as
nine subsidiary reefs, Toujin, Tiezhen, Erwen, Xianglu, Liwenzai,
Zhangzai, Zhumujiao, Chaianwen, and Chutouyu. It ranges from
23°14' to 23°16'N, and from 119°30' to 119°41'E, with a land area of
370.29 hectare and a marine area of 35,473.33 hectares, giving a total
area of 35,843.62 hectares..
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In this world, there is no difference between up and down; only the ways of entry differ.
On the sea floor of South Penghu, when sounds and gravity no longer exist,

All you can see is the dream land.

The water moves with your body, follows the circulation of your blood, and the movement
represents the tempo of nature.

The coral is like a wise man thinking quietly.

The fish is like a benevolent man wandering contentedly.

The sea slug is like a Zen master changing at will.

The wave appears suddenly and is gone, a moment of the past and the present

At this moment, | become who | was millions of years ago.

That's me, living for the sea

(BE) BAKPREMERZREEESEZBNEEES

(Right) Diving into the sea, you can observe the breathtaking castle constructed in basalt.
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(Z@) EmknNERET » ZESEHENZREE
(Le f t) With the gentle rising of the waves, you can look up at the magnificent basalt rock.
(58 ) AEREFEFECEER TRIKRIRE

)

(Right) The que hole is waiting for the noon sunlight to shine its rays deep down into the blue waves.
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Into the sea - a distant adventure awaits us

Pl A bRE RSN E RRIEXMS
AL R RIE KO IRAEE S I g S R Tk 5

BR

M B AE BAMGE BL AR £ i R RBL A C
MAKEERMES 6 LR MAETEARE
AEEI R ORI A EFH A 5k (011 8

BB R USSR R A /N IR A R T T B T Y e
i i A R 14 T €0 7E T JES AN B ) JRR 1

MFEER AL &S NREE

BUEIE BEREAEENTIFERERR

The moment you dive into the sea, the equipment becomes light and the adventure begins.
You are lifted effortlessly by the water, appreciating this underwater world.

You can see

Coral wearing coats of different colors in different poses.
They show themselves quietly,

Taking to the water way like a runway full of fashion models in different poses. ,’ -
There’s a gloomy purple lavender forest and a comfortable green carpet,
A maze, a small paradise for fish playing hide-and-seek, growing tall, almost reachln
Layers of myriad colors appear endlessly in the sea i
Like an artist’s palette, producing beautiful artworks.

Start the journey now - there are countless charms waiting to be explored.

(BE) G5 ABERMRERERRBAES R

(Right) It takes just one dive to see layers and piles of various corals.
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(Left)

(EE)
(Up)

AiBrBRE - BRESNREESME —HRE

At the moment of submergence, a crystal-clear scene of beautiful corals presents at a glance.

EXENS ML E R R EFRMARMIEE

Like meadow of lavender, the bluish violet staghorn coral Acropora spreads all over the reef bottom.
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eIl MBS R BEEBSEANKENTS

(Right) The branches of Acropora hyacinthus heal and the colony forms a plate like a table.
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(Left) The layered foliaceous coral Montipora aequituberculata comes into view.

(ZE) BARRNZERSBNEZRILHN
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(6 ) EiEsEMTEERILMAMMER RS
(Left) A blue starfish Linckia leavigata lay on the reef of hard corals Montipora
aequituberculata and the Pocillopora damicornis.

(BB ) RIFFEFERETEER NI SRAOMUIEER
(Right) Such a diverse community of corals can only develop in a healthy marine
environment.










(B ) BB—ABE » EXNELZAEHRHEIELT (Left) An aggregation of fleshy coral Sarcophyton glaucums of several meters in colony diameter.
(AE) REWNEERRAIBSLEMER (Right) The colony surface of the brain coral Platygyra sp. is like a maze.
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(ZE ) B EELURENEE » EE SR EEREMTF (Left) The soft whiskers on the soft coral colony are actually the polyps and their tentacles.
(BB ) BR-EEMBIUSFRB R A% 3 (Right) The anchor coral Euphyllia ancora features its kidney-shaped tentacles.
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(ZE ) MAPSTERERMNEEEMNEE

(Left) Acolony of orange sun coral Tubastraea aurea blossoms like a bouquet of sunflowers.

(AE) BEEEa L ePaOHRNEE ZMMeER

(Right) The dazzlingly orange sun coral Tubastraea aureas colonies aggregate on the reef.
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(B ) FFEHh 5 2 A MR A HAEE 2 (Left) A community of various gorgonians and the black coral Antipatharia.
(AE ) Mt EREER A ZHEA M (Right) The colony of the black coral Antipathes sp. looks like a coniferous tree.
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(ZE ) £REKRER LEI SRS

(Left) Anorange Ellisella robusta colony growing on a reef boulder.

(BE ) M2 B AU

(Right) Euplexaura sp. has a fan-shaped colony form.
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Diversity - endless possibilities beyond your imagination
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The sea, full of its own characteristics, creates an endless space for the imagination.
Each tiny creature displays its energetic diversity.

Sea urchins stretch themselves like shiny stars.

Starfish show off everywhere,

Some with spots, tall or short, or like glittering stars,

Some as tiny as microns,

While others extend themselves to be as huge as monsters.
Over there, colors and shapes of endless possibilities.

The sea accommodates all living things, unconditionally, unhindered.

Diversity, that is the sea’s boundlessness.

(BE) RUEB2HNBFHE

(Right) A closeup of the tentacles of the sea cucumber Holothuria cinerascens.
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(B8 ) a8  ZERNTEEERERN)SHEREXRNER

(Right) This beautiful banquet is actually the closeup of the pedicellaria of the flower urchin Toxopneustes pileolus.
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(B8 ) BRFSRNAIRERE - £ - KIBBEZRIBE (Left) The sea urchin Echinothrix calamaris have white, purple, purple brown and black brown spines.
(6B ) BEERELeENVEEEMR » XIBEEEE B (Right) A common long-spined black sea urchin Diadema savignyi on the sea bottom.
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(£E ) BBEUSREEEMEETEBE (Left) The shape of the cusion sea star Culcita novaeguineae looks like a round, chubby pineapple bread.
(£E) WEEEESEERMINERS L (Right) Two blue sea stars Linckia leavigata are sitting carefree on the reef.




LB HEZ2 S FRIRMICAZEMINATE £+ 4 B8HR The eye spots of the leopard sea urchin Bohadschia argus make them eye-catching on the coral reef.
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EREEFBESKERNEBRFS » BTEB3ER The sea apple Pseudocolochirus violaceus is streaching its tentacles for filter-feeding from the water.







(KB ) BESKEEERENEAEM (Left) The broadclub cuttlefish Sepia latimanus is swimming at ease in the crystal-clear blue sea.
(AE ) RESFHEFPIZELR (Right) An octopus is hunting at night.







(ZE ) SEKkiiBEINERERAMEIREBE (Left) The barrel sponge Xestospongia sp. extracts food and oxygen by filtering sea water flow through it.
(AE) E2H7 3 EHEATERIRE42 (Right) A shy balloonfish (Diodon holocanthus) is hiding in a barrel sponge.




(Z@ ) RRERFZHEE RBASERISROMEER - % oo PEER
(Left) The giant clam, as an ecological indicator, can only be seen in a healthy environment. It's the Noah's giant clam Tridacna noae in the picture.
(B@) I EEANSERRETEREHEI NG

(Right) The symbiotic zooxanthella in the mantle of the Noah's giant clam bring bright and variable colors to the host.
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UHEARREAERNIER  EERRBNERE8Z—

The mantle with the zebra-stripes pattern is a character of the Cypraea annulus.
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(ZE) 5 LEEIRsSafnEKEag

(Left) The hinge-beak shrimp Rhynchocinetes durbanensis puts on red and white stripes all over its body.

(LE) SLtenBEREirREEMREREInNERE

( Up ) The peacock mantis shrimp Odontodactylus scyllarus is powerful predator in the coral reef.
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(@) BRNEVERRAEEEZAILS  FEREVER

(Left) The common star sand Baculogypsina sphaerulata is actually a large benthic foraminifera. There is a living organism in the picture.

(AE) FRGEZLNEDEREANRE TNEZEH—K

(Right) The living star sand Chlorodesmis fastigiata under the sunlight looks like a star on the grass.

50









ERRENRRES SR REHENERERRE
In the aggregation of seaweeds, the stick-shaped Caulerpa chemnitzias resembles bunches
of green grapes.
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(@) FEKRRNEE LRGRESRRErBERAL

(Left) Indeeper water, reefs are covered with the Plocamium telfairiae waving in the current.

(AE) TEAIEFERNER > BAERLE

(Right) The red algae may have various delicate forms. It's Platoma in the picture.
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D RZEABAZ N NFEIEFIZ The fine and soft branches of Asparagopsis taxiformis appear like a broom.
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EIEBRIRIRAEZE Yellowish-brown Dictyoteris undulata.
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Microworld - exquisite expressions reveal the boundless uni
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The beautiful objects deserve a more considerate and careful touch.

The colors here are not of a single style,
But are a combination of different sensations and layers, revealing a multi-dimens

Sea slugs are the ocean’s great performers.
Some wear makeup of dazzling colors,
Some combine with the seaweed, making them hard to identify.

Each scene requires your

quiet, focused, deep observation to see clearly each unique manifestation.
Over there, inside each tiny space is a colorful world filled with imagination.
Let’s cross the border with a gentle heart and become adventurers in a dream land.

(BE) RAZEENREENBEREEETN—S5ES

(Right) Exclusively foraging the fern algae (Caulerpa), the sea slug Stiliger smaragdinus resembles a bunch of green grapes.
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BNSFEREEERGRENEAEEMEMERIB XY The green body with black and white dots of Elysia ornata looks just like a kiwi fruit.
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(LE) REERRRSELEERANAEREBER

( Up ) Have you found the sea slug Oxynoe kabirensis hiding among the green algae?

(TE) S EEZIBORRIVATE S5 845

(Down) This Glossodoris rufomarginata is making its own mantle wavy-looking.
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TEAE R AR B F R AR 2 B IE

A peanut-sized, but colorful Cadinella ornatissima.

TRinRBEeERYEREREBERNER » AFHER
The orange sticks with black top are the cerata of the Favorinus tsuruganus, their digestive
glands inside.



iSRS ERNE KBS EER

Halgerda willeyi takes the sponge as the main food source.
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FFJEAFRRAR - BERERARIFAREIBIES

The white jelly-like, translucent body of Halgerda carlsoni decorated with orange spots.



BENER ST BERERRRS

The clean white Glossodoris pallida next to the membranous seaweed Platoma.
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EEBEEBAEMNERNSRENS ARIE

The transparent body of Polybranchia sp. was as astonishingly thin as cicada's wing.
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EERBENEREEAAREEER

The posture of this Hermaea sp. looks like spreading the wings and ready to



(£B ) HAEESIEGHES FIE BRI SRR TERIR (Left) When disturbed, Polybranchia orientalis will curl itself up, which looks like a flower.
(HE ) ERB|BBRNESIIEEIBIFIZER (Right) Two swimming marine flatworms are undulating their bodies in the water like two graceful dancers.






MEE RS IBIER EE2E3IAC These two Hypselodoris tryoni are tailing each other and ready to mate.




(@) FRBRMAI ERBERASPE &R E—EE/)Z08mM

(Left) When carefully observed, the egg mass beads of Hexabranchus sanguineus are heart-shaped.

(AE) MATERBIERE THISPE > WAT BRYBURTELER

(Right) The egg mass laid by Hexabranchus sanguineus appears like a ribbon rose.
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Uniqueness- at a glance you will find yourself
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Without the hindrance of gravity, the changes in the body become more diverse.

There is no happiness, anger, sadness or joy in the sea, but there are hidden expressions which make
us ponder.

The elongated mouth seemingly eager to eat; that is joy.

The lines on the face like a made up actor; that is pride.

The eyes staring at their prey; that is desire.

The serious face to face conversation; that is concentration.

Some split mouths look like they're smiling; some pouting mouths look mischievous.

These momentary manifestations are a kind of emotion, different from the sensations on land.

Not singular, not solitary, not limited, but beautiful beyond description.
Unique - that’s the style of the sea.
(EE) BEEEA LEARBERNAHARETSER

(Right) Ambushing on a reef with eyes open, a rockfish Sebastiscus marmoratus has a funny face.
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(@) MudsEFAAz A RS E RSB R AT 2B £ MR ITHIERR

(Left) The three dimensional structure of coral reefs makes them nesting habitats for many marine lives.

(AE) MPMTEEERNIIFEE > BA9R

(Right) Pomacentrus bankanensis are common among corals. It is a juvenile in the picture.
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REEILIMARI A B 22 UE4NEE - BTEEEBI Nicknamed as panther grouper, a black-spotted Cromileptes altivelis tended to hide among the Acropora branches.
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EXENEITRATENEILIS 28 B A eye-catching, bluish-violet Pomacentrus coelestis dashing among the Acropora branches.




(ZB ) MELHESHMUIEMNE KRR EEE (Left) Two Canthigaster valentini swam at ease beside the coral Stylophora pistillata.
(AE) HEEA RPN EEFFEELRA (Right) A juvenile Paraluteres prionurus hided itself among the branches of red fan coral.
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EFNEAEEEaNMTREEAER The blue-striped angelfish Chaetodontoplus septentrionalis has blue stripes on the body and a yellow tail.
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ERMAREEEMEREEASTIENLEEEYER With erected thin dorsal fin resembling an antenna, the firefish Nemateleotris magnifica is also nicknamed as "radar".







SRR RN =E LA A juvenile Dascyllus trimaculatus hided amomg urchin spines.
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(£E ) BEEMuEEERIENRIEABIA (Left) Hiding in the reef, a Epinephelus quoyanus spied on the surroundings.
(B ) EEHNEAS LB IEEBELMS (Right) Plectorhinchus lessonii has six vertical stripes over its body.







(EE) fEmuApa IR R R ISR

( Up ) A morey eel (Gymnothorax) sticked its head out from a coral crevice.

(TE ) REBSEELTENEOREE

(Down) Hiding in a hole, a Gymnothorax meleagri showed off its teeth.







(£B ) BEREE RIS (Left) A site for fishes living at ease.
(AE ) BEEHIAMIRLEERBEEIERE (Right) A school of Plectorhinchus vittatus gently swam along the sea floor.






(EZE) NEEEEMESE RN F=BEEE (Left) A lionfish Dendrochirus zebra stretched its fins resembling the mane of a lion.
(AE ) BITIRRARAORKOHISEEEESL (Right) A Dendrochirus zebra gulped water as if yawning.
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FEEOREESRREEL 1

Aulostomus chinensis change body color in responding to the environment. The color shifts from the yellow, orange, and then brown.
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BEREHEAERGRNMBHERDARFREEY

Fistularia commersonii uses its slender sucking mouth to hunt for small fish and crustaceans.




BEeNS AMERERER 28R

The light yellow body color of Chaetodon lunulatus is very eye-appealing in the reef.




NENERFARTIHA - EREFERELER

The Platax orbicularis living in the region of the Park are close to people, and loves to chase divers' bubbles for fun.




96

(@) RAIeSE MR INER/BATERRIEEs

(Left) Plectropomus leopardus are orange-red in color with the small blue spots all over the body.

(BB ) FEEUEIRN B4R - (S

(Right) A school of the sea goldie Pseudanthias squamipinnis swam at ease above the soft coral Scleronephthya sp.
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BERFANDARCHEEER

The body color of juvenile Cetoscarus bicolor looks goofy.




(LE) IenEEBRARER  BRARAERSE
( Up ) The body color of Labracinus cyclophthalmus is red in male, and the female is
dark greenish-brown.

(£E) eFRRNERERR - GEEAA
(Left) Having bright and dazzling body color, Pomacanthus semicirculatus is also
known as Koran angelfish.
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REELERHIGR B B8 L - SR RS £/\B Plectorhinchus picus has dark fine dots on the upper half of its body.
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ERGESSTRIEEIZIES EREEE A daisy parrotfish Chlorurus sordidus is grazing algae on the reef.




(@) ‘BENRMNiEaAnNKER

(Left) AMose'ssnapper Lutjanus russellii hiding among the reef.

(BE) BEZREHH

(Right) The bassalt terrain under the sea level.
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AANE 2SI ESRAER RIFANERZ
The terrain diversity in the area of the four islands provides the fish schools good
habitats.
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Breathtaking - intertwined figures perform enchanting melodies
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In the silent water, the school of fish and the coral are together playing a symphony.
At Adagio, the fish move forward in twos and threes. : 2 4
At Allegro, the whole school is in pursuit, moving forward then backward, fast then sl OW. 3 %3
At Andante, they line up in order, then move in a circle together with the ocean flow.
The ups and downs of the ocean terrain are like musical notes, rapidly rising and fall
Then suddenly, they stop.

It's as if the music has stopped, but then comes a big fish, approaching slowly.
Another magnificent school moves in formation, in rows, before your very eyes.

This beautiful melody takes the stage every day.

(AE) REMGSIANETHESREFNERER

(Right) An Almoco jack Seriola rivoliana rushed into a school of the doubleline fusiliers Pterocaesio digramma and ready to strike. ]
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EEEHIREIF S0 F S EHI6E S RERAEE The group of Seriola rivoliana was about to chase the school of the Pterocaesio digramma.
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A group of Parapristipoma trilineatum lined up swimming between reefs. It's nicknamed as chicken grunter.
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When the mangrove red snapper Lutjanus argentimaculatus showed up, the fusiliers fled in all directions.




SRAYES R IS =i i2 13 T35 The school of Lutjanus drgentimaculatus swarmed downwards aongithe terrain.
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SRNERAERMEERSEETIL - M
The large school of Lutjanus argentimaculatus swam close along the reef wall and waited
for chance of strike.
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Turn around, and look up at the sky.

I leave quietly, but my leaving is not a real departure,

Because this journey has made me realize that

What I’'m missing is not the world of the land, it’s the image of the sea.
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In the waters of the south, only by escaping from our own personal perspectives
can we experience the incredible diversity.

It’s a world you've never imagined, the scenes magnify your five senses.
Experience the bold colors and the violent impact of the unruly forms that come from afar, as fast as lightning.
There’s no need panic - just stay calm, and let the water take you on an astonishing journey.

The destination of this journey is

“The bottom of the sea, the heart of the earth.”
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