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Dongsha, Feathered Wings

Impressions on the Aves of Dongsha Atoll National Park
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Between Sand and Sea, a Haven for the Circle of Life

The nature's ecosystems are facing tremendous challenges and threats under the impacts of global changing. Therefore, the pursuit
for a balanced and sustainable relationship between mankind and the environment has become a universal concern worldwide.

For centuries, Taiwan has stunned the world with its beauty, illustrated by the wonders of nature and diverse cultures. In recent
decades, we have begun to reexamine the impact of economic development on nature ecosystems, which made us think of how
to progress in a more environmental friendly way. Since the establishment of Taiwan's first national park in 1982, there are now 8
national parks and 1 national nature park in Taiwan. The goals of these national parks, which encompass a wide range of terrains and
seas, include both environmental conservation and homeland protection.

Being the only coral atoll in our country, formed by the accumulation of reef corals over millions of years, the uniqueness of
Dongsha is a true natural heritage. Dongsha Atoll National Park is also the first marine national park in Taiwan, administered by
Marine National Park Headquaters under the prospect of "sustainable ocean", targeting at preserving the extraordinary natural
scenety, matine ecosystem, the wildlife fauna and flora. Though the total land area in Dongsha Atoll National Park is small, it serves
as an important rest stop for East Asian migratory birds, where they forage, take rest, and replenish their energy. With its location and
provision of resources on the East Asian - Australasian Flyway, the importance of Dongsha on avian ecosystem is unprecedented.

The island of Dongsha emerges from the vast blue waters of the South Sea like a dazzling pearl. It also serves as an oasis at sea,
providing abundant resources for the birds crossing the vast oceans. We appreciate and cherish these flying migrants, in hopes for their
return year after year, displaying the vibrant circle of life. With this book "Cerulean Seas, Feathered Wings- Impressions on the Aves
of Dongsha Atoll National Park", we hope to show you the effort and persistence devoted by the personnel of Dongsha Atoll National

Park on conservation of nature and the avian fauna, as well as the gratification that follows.

Director-General, CPAMI D ) _'%/
/I/‘ﬁ‘l/” % U2
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Feathered Wings Dance to the Heart of Dongsha

Dongsha Atoll National Park was established on January 17, 2007, which became the seventh national park in Taiwan, and the first
marine national park, dedicated to the conservation of marine ecological resources. This beautiful realm is located in the north part of
South Sea, to the southwest of Taiwan. It encompasses an area of 353,668 hectares. Dongsha Atoll is formed by the accumulation of
reef corals over millions of years. Shaped as a near-perfect geometric circle, Dongsha Atoll is one of its kind, as well as a sanctuary for a
rich marine ecosystem.

Dongsha Island, situated on the west part of Dongsha Atoll, is the only portion of the atoll that remains above sea level at all times.
Covered in coral sand, with an area of approximately 1.79 square kilometers. Brown boobies (Sula leucogaster) once dominated and bred
on the island, but the avian fauna of present day has changed, and is now replaced by migratory birds.

Though Dongsha Island is small, its location on the major migratory route for East Asian birds, deemed its importance as a stepping-
stone for the birds crossing the vast oceans. After years of conservational effort and restoration of native vegetation, Dongsha Island
has become a safe haven for migratory birds in the South Sea, where they forage, take rest, and replenish their energy for the upcoming
long flight. To date, 266 species of birds have been recorded on Dongsha Island, which served as an oasis at sea for those long-distance
migrants.

Resource management of Dongsha has been conducted on site since the set-up of Dongsha Administration Station. Besides the
routine work of conservation and research of the island, long term survey and documenting of avian resources has become an important
task. With better understanding of the current avian status and dynamics, a more efficient conservation scheme may be organized.
During regular patrols, the station personnel record images of interaction between men, birds and the environment on the island.
Meanwhile, they are trained to handle firsthand emergencies, in case a bird is in need of rescue.

In this book, we share with you the bounteous wonders brought to us by men's great friends, the rich avian fauna on Dongsha
Island. Page by page, we present the exclusive journal of nature observation on the island. With vivid images, let your mind run free.
Step by step, we will guide you on a journey across the vast seas, to the little island of Dongsha. Here you will hear birds whispering the

secrets of the island, witness the miracles of life in the cerulean sea, and appreciate the life in this pristine avian paradise of Dongsha.

Marine National Park Director 1 P g/ % : .
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Anyone may capture the essence of the world, starting out from one single viewpoint, in

the same way described by "To see a world in a grain of sand." In this book, we share with

you what has been observed, conserved and documented on Dongsha Island. We hope to

slowly unveil to you, the bustling lives of bird communities, uniqueness of the coral island,

marvels of the habitats, and sustainability of the ecosystems
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Dongsha Island, situated on the west side of the
Dongsha Atoll, is geographically important despite its small
area. To date, 266 species of birds have been observed and
recorded on Dongsha Island, revealing the significance of
Dongsha with its high diversity of bird species and location
on the bird migratory route. Due to its proximity to the
Eurasia landmass and influence from climate conditions,
the birds from Dongsha exhibit differences in habitat and
breeding behavior, compared to those birds from mainland
Taiwan.

Long term survey on avian resources has been
launched since 2011, by the Dongsha Administration
Station, Marine National Park Headquaters. In order to
formulate a more efficient conservation scheme, further
details regarding avian status and seasonal dynamics are
monitored and documented. Station personnel are also
trained to handle firsthand emergencies involving bird
injuries. The rescued birds will receive medical care and
are released into the wild after recovery.

During routine surveys of avian resources, the
interaction between men, birds and the environment is
also captured through photography. Each image seizes a
special moment of eternity, unveiling the stories of these
migratory birds throughout the seasons, how they roost,

forage, rest or dance.

Gliding in the Azure Sky

Every year in the seasons of spring and autumn,
Dongsha Island becomes the rest stop for a great number
of migratory bird species, flying along the East Asian —
Australasian Flyway. Amidst the vast ocean, the island
provides a prefect haven for the migrants to roost and

replenish their energy.

An Oasis Bonded to the Hearts

Dongsha Island is the only land that remains above
sea level at all times in the northern part of the South
Sea. The abundance and diversity of birds on Dongsha are
highest in springs and autumns; on the other hand, birds
are more uncommon in the hot, scorching summers. Ruddy
turnstone (Arenaria interpres) is the dominant species on
the island, abundant and can be seen all year round. The
avian fauna here is comprised almost solely of migratory
birds, with white-breated waterhen being the only resident
bird species breeding on the island.

Upon arrival at a rest stop, the migratory birds need to
rest, feed, and replenish their energy. The heterogeneous
habitats on Dongsha Island, such as lagoon, seagrass beds,
shoals, coastal thickets, provide abundant food supply and
undisturbed shelters. The ideal environment on the island
thus attracts thousands of migrants on their journey to

faraway breedin

To Leave or Not to Leave

A large number of migratory birds stay on Dongsha
Island to rest, feed, and regain their energy. Thus we're
overwhelmed to observe many types of bird behaviors, such
as foraging, playing, bathing, roosting, or flying in a giant
flock. Dongsha Atoll National Park hence has the duty to
preserve these habitats so crucial to the bird migrants.

A Sense of Nostalgia Everlasting

Following the transitions between seasons, we will
see different species of migratory birds arrive and leave
Dongsha [sland. In their annual north-south migration,
the birds became an important link, connecting Dongsha
to Taiwan and the world. The role of Dongsha Island on
international conservation of nature and ecosystems are
thus of paramount significance.

Let us tread the footprints left by the personnel of
Dongsha Administration Station, as they investigate and
observe the bird migrants. Let the chapters "Gliding in the
Azure Sky", "An Oasis Bonded to the Hearts", To Leave
or Not to Leave", and "A Sense of Nostalgia Everlasting",
unfold the stories of the migrants' "arrival’, "landing",
"roosting", and "departing". Let us travel with the birds,
and visit the magnificent Dongsha Atoll National Park.
On this island in the midst of the vast ocean, we shall find
the birds so captivating and intriguing.
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Southwest of Formosa

Amidst the deep blue ascends a ring of dazzlement
It's her
Atoll of Dongsha

Home for a millennium to the vigor of lives

Into the vastness, unto the ends of earth

In retrospect

A speck in the sea

Laid in the path between the Orient and the Oz

Awaits in endless days and nights

Atoll of Dongsha

Ther uppon

Made a mark in the atlas of the world

01 Aerial view of Dongsha Island, the only island that emerges from the waters of Dongsha Atoll

02 Flock of birds from the family Scolopacidae and Charadriidae, landing with grace on the runway of Dongsha Airport




¥

RE B EAAREIFER

12 BX—eHE
B

RRERNDETUEER
E
RAINRREE—FE
3
APIrEANRIR R

12 2N

Glidimg in the Azure Sky

Beyond the clouds which drift aloft

Somewhere the landing place rests

Wings fluttered in exhaust

Howev'r they doth not stop

They'll strive for the sparkling white land
Where hearts lead

For reasons no other than destiny



Pluvialis fulva V&S
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Onset

Gliding downwind or toiling upwind

May they soar in the frosty wind of north

Southbound, for the overwinter in tropical haven

Then they sail in the gentle breeze of south

Homebound, for the blossoming land up north
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01 Pluvialis fulva 02 Platalea minor & Ardeidae
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The celestial sphere
Void of countries border lines
Trivial is the dissevering

Of northern and southern hemisphere

Indifferent to the lay of the land
They assemble in groups

Ready themselves for the faraway flight

Unexpected challenges waiting ahead

They brave it for preserving the lineage of their kind

Somewhere in the horizon
You'll catch a glimpse of the secrets
Unveiled to you is the power

That runs the circle of life

Himantopus himantopus Larus ridibundus
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The 30u rney

Year after year, an epic journey takes place
Transcending geographic boundaries

Arctics, Siberia, the Orient, and the Oz ......

The will to survive against harshness of Mother Nature
Who will win?
'tis an adventure of unpredictable

Cumbersome, far, far away ......

01 Charadrius mongolus & Charadrius leschenaultii 02 Ardeidae 2]
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Encounter

Endless days and nights
Trying to keep pace with the mass
No time to shed tears

For the more and more perished loved ones

Amid the faraway flight
Fatigue, hunger, a crave for a break

In view then, the Atoll of Dongsha

2 01 VRSN MR TRE - Ea0il 02 SEERRE - WERTEEF




iy Roaring with joy

BHRRTE I They set foot on that little piece of land

HDEREME (1 The one and only

—Dongsha Island

01 Sterna albifrons & Chlidonias leucoptera 02 Bubulcus ibis
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Exodus

Remains the vows of procreation

But 'tis time to move on

In search of the pastureland

Till the day of return
Hereon, the path of nomads will be trod

Humming alongside is the rhythm of nature

The take-off

Ever so, grand and magnificent

02

01~ 02 Himantopus himantopus

28
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An Oasis Bonded 1o the Hearts

Wings dancing and flapping

Whisk, chasse, pause, and spin

A masterpiece of beauty and strength
Leaving strokes of colors in the midst of blue

Teeming with bright lively hue



Egretta garzetta 27



7%

Seasons Plumed of Feathers
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Sweet Spv‘i ng

Riding along the mild south breeze

Came the sweet balmy spring

Enkindled

The warmth flared up sprouts of green

Exhaled by the Island of Dongsha

Is a breathe of vitality

Young shoots lit up the once dull twigs
Tender aroma new leaves bring

Butterfly dancing while honeybees sing

Life is brimming on this mellow land

Cheered the flitting birds and they shout aye

01 Hirundo rustica 02 Fringilla montifringilla 03 Arenaria interpres 04 Alcedo atthis 05 Phoenicurus auroreus 06 Pluvialis fulva 07 Chlidonias hybridus

29
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Startled

The crabs scurried across the mudflat
Arousing the island

Buried with memories from the past
A vivid flashback

The era of conquest

The times guarded by sentinels

But now, the age of tranquility
Mother Nature takes over

Blue water, white sand, green trees

This moment
Paradise it is, in the eyes of the flying

migrants

01 Chlidonias leucoptera 02 Uca tetragonon 03 Xenus cinereus
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Rise with the heat

Blazing summer reign after rosy spring

Under the scorching sun
Prevailed the Island of Dongsha

Is the air of stagnance

Albeit, the perfect stage for summer migrants
Starring lovebirds, true to their vows
Unconcealed beauty, mirrored in the water
'tis a picturesque scene

Calling upon thee

In the face of unbearable sultriness

Their wings shall bring breeze to thee

01 Egretta intermedia 02 Ardea cinerea

33
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‘ Refres’/\img Autumn

Now a time of transition

Autumn is invigorated
The fragrance of sweet osmanthus
Diffused in fresh cool breeze

Announces the arrival of vagrant swan geese

Anser albifrons & Anser serrirostris Turdus chrysolaus 38
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Providing bed and board
Relax, replenish, rejoice

The Island

Tend to the visitors' every need

Bustling with laughter

Hither and thither

01 Calidris alpina 02 Charadrius alexandrinus 03 Vanellus cinereus 04 Tringa nebularia




IA Gl REREIE S
3PS PE S

(B SHE

=
RREE

38 PoBERVENERSE NEEBRELEEHRMR - BRER) 03 EEHEESZNREORE1TT



Brisk Wintenr

Hailed loudly the gale from northeast

Lead the migrants here to meet

Predominant are the ruddy turnstones
'tis the season

When they shine

01 Arenaria interpres 02 Tringa stagnatilis 03 Heteroscelus brevipes

39
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Gushing from the north, the frosty winds

Befall the island, a winter scene

Albeit tough, life must go on
Take shelter in the lee

Foraging, napping, escaping

South bank of inland lagoon, wetland near the ramp
Shrubland on the northern shore, orchard on the land
Sea lettuce, swamp oak, or the thatch screwpine

Perfect hideaways for the winged ones
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Pitta brachyura Halcyon pileata Chlidonias leucoptera Ardeidae %]
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Tread the path, spring, summer, autumn, winter
Where lagoon, seagrass, shoals, shrubland meander
Whomever shall come

The island will tend, with a heartily welcome

These feathered wings

Partly hidden, partly visible

Shall brighten up every bountiful corners

01 Calidris ruficollis 02 Sand ridges on the south shore of Dongsha Island 03 Epiphytes and creepers on the sandy beach
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West of the atoll

Island of Dongsha

Like a crab's pincer, so gigantic
Wrapped in her arms, the inland lagoon
Shallow waters of serenity

Ever so, with no rippling

Marshes, beds of seagrass

Home to infinite living

Over the horizon, the great anser hovers
Sunrise, sunset

Everyday a new look, the inland lagoon

01 Ardeidae 02 The inland lagoon is an important habitat for the birds of Dongsha Island

2
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Seag rass

In and out of the lagoon
Stretches of seagrass meadows bloom
Protect, filter, shorelines, water

Food for some, home for others

Churning along the waves

The shriveled seagrass raved
No longer verdant green

But expanding the depth of life

The sand, the marsh, bit by bit refined

Arenaria interpres

One of the food resources for the birds is the withered seagrass, which is washed ashore by the waves.

Seagrass bed exposed during low tide.

24
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Waves surging once more

Tide rise, tide fall

Over thousands, millions of years
Crafted by time himself

Pieces of shells and corals
Wondrously turned to pure white silt
Pile and expand, join land to sea

The chain of life, delicately linked
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Heteoscelus brevipes Ardea cinerea +9
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Coastal shrub

20" latitude north

Alluring tropical flora

On the edges of land they thrive
Extend into a protective line

Sea lettuce, velvet soldierbush,

White mangrove, thatch screwpine ......
Secluded yet rich

Coatal shrubland

No doubt the safest shelter to reside

01 Ardeidae

02 Coastal vegetation

S7






Himantopus himantopus
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Dance thus to the rhythms of nature
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Jete, pause, chasse, jouer

On sands, shores, lakes, thou see them display
- C At ease, in their very unique ways
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1§ Himantopus himantopus

Placid Dawn

>

Unveiled the pitch dark drape
Revealed a glimmering smile
Awakened the first of lights

Her raw beauty shimmering for miles

The sea

Rippled lightly

Like dimples of a smiling beauty
Taking the hearts of those misty drifters

Immersed in the sweetest serene




Himantopus himantopus At dawn, clouds drift over the lagoon of Dongsha Island. 57
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At the crack of dawn

No clamoring, nor glitzy gleam

Only the sound of tides, echoing with heartbeat
Like wind chimes playing

Intoxicating and mesmerizing

Here on the island of Dongsha

He and she, become true wanderers

Himantopus himantopus & Numenius phaeopus
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Lanius cristatus

e R R I
DAS ~ fothal— 2R K
[ e

TEA AL BEIH]
RRERRAS T

Above the water, the wind wailed past
Swaying to and fro

Are those motionless atop the trees
Masked under the ebony cloak
Masqueraded under the maquillage

Are the hunters in their blood

Phylloscopus borealis Hypsipetes leucocephalus 04 Turdus eunomus

67
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Undeterred by the shedding greens
The charm remains
Mellowing to

A rustic haven for life

A flock of starlings
Fluttering and clattering
Composing a piece of vocal score

In harmony they sing




Sturnus philippensis Sturnus philippensis The starlings are highly

social. It's a breathtaking scene when they fly en masse or roost in huge numbers. 63
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The march music of Dongsha hummed
Along the music some wings flap flopped
Exquisite and lovely others

Up on their head, a flower in their feathers

A bit of hunger felt
Pacing through the lush green field

In search of the pleasure

Of being fulfilled



01 Hirundo rustica 02 Carduelis spinus

03 Eurystomus orientalis 04 Emberiza pusilla 05 Oriolus chinensis 06 Anthus richardi 07 Phoenicurus auroreus

68



66

. ar
N\ b § .
LY .
Sl
1 f y7
L ’/
: ) .
I -
| (
4 |
3 £
. &
", -
- N f ‘
|
'
o
LS 3 E i
! : =
1 ._ﬁ. 3 " ot
f =7 =
LR P

01~ 02 03 NEEBERZGS - RENEEREER




B ~ TR ~ AL
K I DA — S EE G AR
iRz

ERERPHHER
W7 (e

Twirling, gliding, orienting
Grasping the whole world in his eyes

The grey-faced buzzard

Under his reign

The ecosystem endure in unity

01~ 02~ 03 Butastur indicus

67
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Blend in amongst the trees
The hawk folding its wings

His eyes sharp and penetrating

Silently

With all ears

Again he'll spread his wings

Then 'tis doomed, no escape for the

quarry

Pandion haliaetus

Falco tinnunculus

Accipiter soloensis

69
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Seeking the world cautiously
While hiding herself mysteriously
Thou shalt hear her

But thou shan't find her

For she doth not come forth easily

Stir by still

Only by patience, she shall appear

- A



01 Eudynamys scolopaceus 02 Surniculus lugubris 03 Cacomantis merulinus 7]
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The most faithful tenant
Of the Dongsha Island
Seasons after seasons

They live, generations after generations

Under scorching summer sun
Coo-waa, coo-waa they cried on
'tis the season when they grumble

Oh, sultry island, so unbearable

Amaurornis phoenicurus

Amaurornis phoenicurus (eggs)

73
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Birds of Motacillidae

Have long tails the others envy

Standing in the sand, adding a stroke of green

. Tails either flicking or waggin
ESFIEERIR Motacilla tschutschensis g geing

'tis the posture they revel in

01 BEBEREERATERERE 02 GERENRND  WEBE 03 ROERREHRERL  HER




Motacilla alba Motacilla cinerea Motacilla tschutschensis 23
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Upon such delicacy gained
A perfect catch in act
With long thin tapering bill

A stunt of exclusive technique prevailed

Then he turns and stride

Into the lush field

Tilting his head up high
Crowned like an Indian chief

Stunning in thy sight

01~ 02 Upupa epops

7



BE FYILSER  Birds of a feather flock together

HPRER  When 'ts time to forage

AT —1EH  They'll agree in harmony

REFRIEF  In peace they shall compete

78 M RREEEASREY 02/)7KE 3 EER 4 BIEER 05 AR
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Paddling, grouching
Heads up and down bobbing

Hither a display of frolicking

Such innocence, so naive

Dispersed across the boundless sea

01 Anser serrirostris 02 Anas crecca 03 Anas clypeata 04 Aythya fuligula 05 Gallinula chloropus 79
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Blown by the southern breeze
Waves and ripples surfaced the sea
Dancing together with her progeny
Reflected in radiance by sunbeam

Heaven on earth this is

When she plays a solo piece

She and her shadows in solitary
At this moment, the world is hers

The graceful seagull; soars in the clear
L R — e e T e T R ——

e

Chlidonias hybridus S/
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Dancing in the wind
Is all about the touch and go
With finesse so phenomenal

Undulating the wings against the squall

Be that as it may

To meditate in tranquility

[s gratifying to the souls
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Larus argentatus Larus crassirostris 83
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Balmy Day
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Al

Dressed in reddish brown
Blends in with the background
This protective coloring

Is for concerns of safety

Those brisk eyes fixed

In them, shine an enigmatic spirit

If caught by surprise
Side by side, they will take flight

So suave, remind us of the chivalrous times

01~ 02 ~ 03 Glareola maldivarum
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Lining the waterfront, a strip of lush green

Here we promised to meet, under the sunbeam

Autumn and winter then, I dressed in elegant white
For time had not come yet, for uncontrolled heartbeats of mine
Spring and summer now, I festoon myself in gold

Finally the time has come, to attire for the one I adore

With plain white or shimmering gold

Either way, I shall stand tall

For the charism in me, will last forevermore

0102~ 03 Bubulcus ibis

&7
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HARE T 208 Long soft feathers, gently caressed by breeze
AL T A stroke of white, on a canvas of blue
CAS| A== uiL ] Standing in wait, still as a rock

A beam of light, combed through golden tufts
Those rosy cheeks, glow a pearly glint

The reflection in water, deemed elegant and noble
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Under natural selection

Survival of the Fittest be the iron rule
Necks shaped in every shapes

Shallow beaches as well luxuriant banks

Everyone with their own tactics

Approach for the vital foraging
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04 Butorides striata
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Rhythmic Tide
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A

A dance to the rhythmic tide
I glide the wind through the sky
Above the lake that ripples gently

'tis a ballet of a fledgling

Poised waiting
Agile in action
Even with my long, wide body
With a light wave of my wings

I dance with style so nimbly

-

Ardea cinerea
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On any winter day
They like to play the food toss game

Or in the verdant wetland they meditate

Such poise and composure

Some noble spirits in the atmosphere

A\ 04

BEZEE Platalea minor

01~ 02 ~ 03 ~ 04 Platalea minor 9
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Strolling in the wind, bathe in the sea
Or walk like a model down the catwalk
Life on the Island of Dongsha

So happy and at ease

1)\}#75 Ellus vanellus

e

96  VEOREE 02/)MREE HRIHEE 04 KEEEE



01 Charadrius alexandrinus 02 Charadrius dubius 03 Charadrius veredus 04 Pluvialis fulva




ENRIFEYE  Gaze deep into the undulating sea
ZIF At the instant of contact
SAREEAITE  One escapes from the restraints of time
i~ SBZf Tide rises, tide falls
I No matter

) == = . . .
—E e EES Wander without a destination

FEH®HE  Kept in company by the rhythmic tide

Bl Here and now, body and soul unwind

98 01 REDEESBRE L  REZEREHHN 02 UHE 03 RIETRE 04HEE 0538




01 Calidris subminuta 02 Pluvialis squatarola

03 Recurvirostra avosetta 04 Limnodromus semipalmatus 05 Scolopacidae

99
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Brought together by fate

Thousands of miles they migrate

On the island, seeking, strolling, viewing
Sending each other merry greetings

Like a great big family living

BiEEAS Limosa lapponica
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01 Numenius phaeopus 02 Arenaria interpres 03 Calidris acuminata 707




HEEREY - ME2%E  Spanning their wings  So powerful, like their eagle kings
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02

BREE  WIEZTH  Chasing and playing  Like little kids frolicking

0102 Tringa glareola 703
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To fulfill the need for food

Any strategy will be valued

Some sways their heads and tails
Others rummage with their great wide bills
Or you may see those working in flocks

Strength in unity, a good lesson taught

01 Heteoscelus brevipes ~ Tringa nebularia & Calidris ferruginea 02 Actitis hypoleucos 03 Limicola falcinellus 7108
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W% Tide rises, tide falls
RILFEETEBRE  They forage, stroll, and play in rapport
TEDHESEEHER & ~ B ~ @B On sandy beaches or seagrass meadows
AiEE—#E  They shall be side by side forevermore

02

BEBBRBEE  They are a group, richly endowed by nature
NZEHERE  Season after season, shall not change this feature

EIE#8 Arenaria interpres

01~ 02 Arenaria interpres 707
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As time goes by, thou shall see them

Amid marshes, lakeshore, and shallow ponds

Swing and sway with grace and charm

They need nothing more

Than pairs of pink ballet slippers




Himantopus himantopus
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Steadily descending below the horizon
Afterglow fading out to the early night
The setting sun

Gently glows its ray of light

Silhouette the feathers and flicker ripples

The ardor of life still circulates

01 Himantopus himantopus 02 Sunset on the west coast of the island.

177
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The autumn sea, melted into the sky
A flock of herons, flying in twilight
By sunset tomorrow

You and I may be on a return travel

In the ambient sunset by the lakefront
We shall have a romantic suppertime
A toast to our long voyage to come

With sincere blessings, on and on

01Ardea alba 02 The feathered wings and sunset

e



Starry Night

2 T
dli‘i$.‘ﬂ]{b{9 £ f n ]—,\g_ﬁr”f\

ﬂ”!lﬁiﬁlﬂ’&;g] y

v I”ﬂ }“]UI_—

o ,’f\m‘ﬂ]%p%}# _\'J\n‘ﬂﬁi[“"ﬁm&,-—
/f 7”' ﬁ«ﬁl[m*..f i hELATS

# Hbi 2 @tk -

A bRARR B

- Lti"|"'l." 'FJ'.’-\*



SRR
RO %
Tk B B,
REAE
Rt o S TR

BItHEH e

RERANTH FE

FERRIIRIN B
Fi—{H

FEERAIIEH T

The glittering belt of Milky Way
Stretches across the Dongsha sky
Twinkling stars shine through the night
Soon all birds will silently sleep

Leaving the echoes of waves whispering

Keeping up with the track of time
Stars turn into circular lines

Night sky merged with the universe
All matters engulfed in darkness
Awaiting in dark before the dawn

Another ravishing day of flying birds to come

Dongsha Island Stone Stele

Star trails taken in Dongsha

Dongsha's beautiful night

178
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Flapping strong wings

And soaring to the azure sky
Destination still over the horizon site

r The circle of life
2o be ‘ @ Could be endless flight

Full spread wings

5

= And gliding along the wind
-ﬂ‘ Destiny could be a wanderlust
. To leave or not

With a sense of which couldn't sigh
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Under the sparkling sea
Settles the humble coral reefs
RS RRER
FRFH
BE Hin

Supporting Dongsha Island ™ s unique

A dazzling emergence in South Sea

Birds of high diversity
Here, replenish their energy
fAp% i

Anticipate for seasons of transition

Wintry, chilly, warm or scorching

Waiting for an opportunity, to fly on
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Eisgei
TRk R BB

]
A RS L IE fiE e




The Route

Along with the transition of seasons

Changes the direction of migrants

- =,

. %
In the season of spring and autumn -

The island, overflowing withﬁtransients '
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The birds are coming

Near and nearer the island

In spring
They arrive en masse from southeast
Later on

To the northwest they move on

In autumn
In the northwest landed the transients
By and by

To the southwest and the lagoon's south side
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Ardeidae & Himantopus -~ /.23







Take-off

Rest and replenish, during transits
With a mighty strong flap, they then take wings
Wave goodbye to the haven, faraway they  re heading

Once ready, they shall be leaving

Head north in the season of spring
HE EE 8 As far as the arctic circles, to bear offspring
P

FHBIEELE  ET Head south in the season of autumn

As far as the Land of Oz, becoming a winter tenant

Season after season, year after year

A sense of nostalgia

String along so near

[DE| AR B 78 A |
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Himantopus himantopus /2§
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Farewell

Guarding a piece of hope

For those feathered wings
Year after year, dancing and soaring

For the pulse of life

Generation after generation, survive
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Conserve, document, observe

Fledged by birds,,the' myst'i-c"‘land of Aves
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The Mystic Land of Aves

Flecked by birds 35 the island

Masked in the arms of an atoll

Piercing freely through the earth, sky, and ocean
There, the circle of life

Brings sensational emotions to thy eyes
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