Mystic Atoll, Into the Tranquility

- WV EFE / Photography of Dongsha -
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Lying in the north of
South China Sea, Dongsha Atoll glimmers like a
ring that fell from heaven. Itis a hidden gem teeming with life,

quietly waiting till the time to shine in front of everyone.

The atollis formed by the growth and accumulation of reef corals as the ocean
fluctuates in its vastness. Over millions of years, broad tidal flats and the island of
Dongsha were developed, emerging from the vast blue waters.

Through endless days and nights, tides rise and fall, in the perpetual cycle of nature,
the atoll remains a safe haven with diverse ecosystems, harboring an astounding richness of life.
The structural complexity of coral reefs provides habitats for a flourishing diversity of marine organisms to

rest, forage, nest and breed. The shipwrecks in the vicinity provide yet another unique refuge for marine life.
Seagrass beds in the shallow waters of Dongsha are perfect nursery grounds for many juvenile marine organisms.
In the tidal flats, one may see crabs scurrying alongshore; while a lush green flora hosting an amazing insect ecosystem thrives on
land, all of which provides abundant resources for the East Asian migratory birds. The circle of

life is undoubtedly the fundamentals sustaining our one and only Dongsha marine ecosystem.

The charm of this dazzling ring in the South China Sea prevails through the recurring change of seasons and the rhythm of tides. Dongsha, touched
by the grace of nature, serene yet vibrant with life, is a sight to behold. Through the lens of professional

photographers and personnel of Dongsha Atoll National Park, the mystical beauty of Dongsha is unveiled. Director of
We hope people can travel to Dongsha with these stunning images, and feel the soul of the sparkling sea. Marine National Park Headquarters
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Dive into the mystical marine world

To explore and discover the creator’s infinite ingenuity

Applaud the amazing mix of colors, shapes and sizes of the corals
Which take in under their wings

A flourishing fauna and flora

Like rainforest of the sea

Vividly colored and thriving with life



TEF B (Antedon sp.) BEMIEREIAR - FBASHERBRFEREY
Feather stars (Antedon sp.) are often seen perched on top of sea fans, filtering planktons with their feather-like arms from the sea water flowing past them.
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78 (Melithaea ochracea) 1= TE8E (Odontanthias sp.) RIFERIENKTRTNAVBERIE I -
Sea fans (Melithaea ochracea) and swallowtails (Odontanthias sp.) are a common species on reef slopes with strong currents.
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) = FRNEHREMEA (Plerogyra sinuosa) °
) Bubble coral (Plerogyra sinuosa) is rare in the shallow waters surrounding Dongsha Island.
[&1)

B) 4 R1EmmaashE s RRIESRIA (Dendronephthya sp.) e
ight) Carnation coral (Dendronephthya sp.) favors locations exposed to strong currents.
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B AR BRERVIREEHRER (Lobophyllia sp.) °
Alarge, hemispherical colony of lobed brain coral (Lobophyllia sp.).

12



A SRR AL E2RUARONE -

Pink egg-sperm bundles released during coral spawning event.
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The existence of every individual organism

Is a true blessing to the ocean

Some showcase themselves with the most vibrant colors
While others camouflage to blend into the background
Together with the glows and hues painted by symbiotic algae
A dreamlike, psychedelic underwater world is born
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EE) BZERt RAGRHNIREEOE -
Left) A beautiful coiling pattern on the operculum of a gastropod.

[B) #EACH_EFERITERSE (Cephalopoda) JRE
Right) Cephalopoda egg clusters found washed ashore.
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ENERREE B E (Fromia indica) S8 [ = BBV HIHATE BC H B LIOTR BRER -
Marble Starfish (Fromia indica) on a blue coral with yellow polka dots, creating a psychedelic visual effect.
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REEIBNERE (Calpurnus verrucosus ) B EBWBHNEEEA -
The pure white little egg cowry (Calpurnus verrucosus) is like a beauty dressed in white gown.
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) AT L - RV E REFRVEEEE (family Sabellidae) -
eft) Living in corals, a feather duster worm (family Sabellidae) expanding its feathery branchiae.
)

HE) #4852 (family Sabellidae) R B EEBE LEHEEBAVELR -
Right) The patterns on the radioles of this feather duster worm (family Sabellidae) resembles the eyes of an owl.
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BB RS I E28EES (Echidna nebulosa) SREET - BIRREMNRS
Sheltering inside crevices, a snowflake moray eel (Echidna nebulosa) looking ferocious with its wide-open mouth and very sharp teeth.
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BEERES EN P EEERLEMET (family Blenniidae) /N& -
Juvenile combtooth blenny (family Blenniidae) will hide in a hole when danger is sensed.
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BEABETNAERER (Amphiprion frenatus) » XFBAL/NH ©
Tomato clownfish (Amphiprion frenatus), also known as bridled anemonefish, with its characteristic vertical white stripe.
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MRLEZEER (Amphiprion perideraion) BIBER LR A fR7E B CELBEE A -
The mucus coat of pink anemonefish protects (Amphiprion perideraion) them from the stinging tentacles of the sea anemone in this symbiotic relationship.
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SRR MBS R (Periclimenes brevicarpalis) ©
The glass anemone shrimp (Periclimenes brevicarpalis) with its host anemone.
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BRRBRESET - REERNIALIRET R (Saron marmoratus) °
The marbled shrimp (Saron marmoratus) hides in crevices during the day, and emerges to forage at night.
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ZTEEE (Hippopus hippopus) BINNVEFE 2 IRKFFRAVIES
The mantle of the bear paw clam (Hippopus hippopus) exhibits a very unique pattern.
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RI#EEER (Tridacna maxima » E[8]) KEEEREER (Tridacna noae » &) NERR_EHBEREE FEROMFHE -
The spotted pattern on the mantles of the maxima clam (Tridacna maxima, top) and Noah’s giant clam
(Tridacna noae, bottom) is one of the main distinguishing characteristics.
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No matter how long the journey was

Here, the days drifting at sea come to an end

Through the whole life of a ship, it is devoted to the sea

Now as it waits patiently to receive a makeover by mother nature
It becomes a new home for creatures to rest and grow

Opening a new chapter in life




AGAGBE AR B 1L RSB G H BT AR BYIRFT ©

The three-dimensional structure from the bracket floors of the ship became the perfect habitat for schools of flsh
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A E N IRARBCE BIAARREIE L o

Corals attached to the steel structures which are now rusted and scattered across the seafloor.
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BRI R 2R - A LEARENHREIR (Sargocentron caudimaculatum) ; 5 TN EBIAE'SEAEE (Plectorhinchus chaetodonoides)

Coral reef fishes aggregating at shipwrecks. Silverspot squirrelfish (Sargocentron caudimaculatum, top right) and harlequin sweetlips(Plectorhinchus chaetodonoides,
bottom right).
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1#
f/ Bathed in the glint of sun

Sprawled in the retreating tide

Here, critters freely swim

Stirring up seagrass debris and white coral sand
k Take a deep breath in this restlessness
Relish the nourishment from photosynthesis
While being gently nurtured by the swaying seagrass




BEBRFEEY) - BlZ%KRE (Thalassia hemprichii) BIHETE
Seagrasses are flowering plants. Shown here is a male flower of the sickle seagrass (Thalassia hemprichii).
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S EF KIS VONEERE S (Halophila ovalis) B /8 BRI SCERY)TE -
Spoon seagrass (Halophila ovalis), usually found in calm waters, is one of the pioneer
species on seagrass beds.
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BREER LR/ NEIREE - LB AREER (Smaragdia paulucciana) 5 15 LB %352 EIR (Smaragdia rangiana) ; 5 ~BEABEKIFIR (Trivirostra oryza) °
Tiny sea snails are often seen on seagrass leaves, including Paulucci’s nerite (Smaragdia paulucciana, left), rang’s neritina (Smaragdia rangiana, top right), and rice grain

cowry (Trivirostra oryza, bottom right).
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SRE mE A B NE = BR84S (Gymnodoris citrina) ©

Gymnodoris citrina, with a pair of ear-like structures called rhinophores.

REREEBR (Stylocheilus longicauda) B8R B B R HEZ R -

Long-tailed sea hare (Stylocheilus longicauda) is distinguished by the blue ocelli on its yellow body.
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RETEERLIZINEREHEEZ (Carcharhinus limbatus) °

Blacktip shark (Carcharhinus limbatus) is often seen cruising through the seagrass beds.
BEIRSNEERIE KR (Taeniura meyeni)

The round ribbontail ray (Taeniura meyeni) is occasionally spotted on the seagrass beds.
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Tides rise and fall, where land meets sea

Crabs of the island

May scurry about the sandy beaches

Or hide in the bushes by day, waiting to come out when night falls
Nevertheless, none of them can escape the calls of the ocean
Upon the arrival of spring tide

They return to the sea for larval release

Marking the onset of a new cycle of life
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BENBREEEE - B AFAKHIRE (Eriphia sebana) ; & _LBE#B15%E (Grapsus albolineatus) ; 7T
B&/OEDEE (Ocypode cordimanus) ©

Crabs inhabiting intertidal zones. Red eyed rock crab (Eriphia sebana, left), mottled lightfoot crab (Grapsus
albolineatus, top right), and smooth-handed ghost crab (Ocypode cordimanus, bottom right).
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TEIEAREE R ME mA BB (Gelasimus tetragonon) °

Two tetragonal fiddler crabs (Gelasimus tetragonon) on the beach composed of coral fragments.
HHPRIEE IR B (Paraleptuca crassipes) 2 RN BERBEERR °

Thick-legged fiddler crab (Paraleptuca crassipes) foraging through seagrass debris in the wrack zone.
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{BINNE FCADIEBE (Thalamita edwardsi) °
A female Edward’s swimming crab (Thalamita edwardsi) carrying eggs.
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BRI RIREHE (Cardisoma carnifex) °
The brown land crab (Cardisoma carnifex) is ready for larval release.
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RIREI#EE (Cardisoma carnifex) RR VB FHERLHIREE -
Brown land crab (Cardisoma carnifex) is the most abundant land crab on Dongsha Island.
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% P L ABRIDEE (Ocypode ceratophthalmus) °
The horn-eyed ghost crab (Ocypode ceratophthalmus) is quick and elusive.
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R E 81 (Scaevola taccada) LR E - R ERIBA =S/ (Coenobita rugosus) °
A cute ruggie hermit crab (Coenobita rugosus) found feeding on beach cabbage (Scaevola taccada) at night.
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L B) ZRMIRRIERREESEEE (Coenobita violascens) °

Top) Aviola land hermit crab (Coenobita violascens) feasting on hala fruit.
T ) #iETT s HEISES EEE (Coenobita rugosus)

Bottom) Ruggie hermit crab (Coenobita rugosus) hiding in shoreline purslane.
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In a wandering state of mind

Follows the instinct to drift to the flow

Water scarcity is the norm on the island

Preserving water became a commitment to daily life
To survive and evolve, one’s capability is relied upon \
As life endures and thrive, wandering visitors come by \
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KB B2 EEE (Ipomoea pes-caprae) 168 °

Left) Beach morning glory (Ipomoea pes-caprae) bursts into bloom on the beach.
4AE) B IR ABETETYRRAS -

Right) Researchers on the island conducting a survey.
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EENEREFEGREBEENEEE (Sesuvium portulacastrum) » EZAHEIE -
Growing in coastal areas, shoreline purslane (Sesuvium portulacastrum) resembles green purslane;
the flower of shoreline purslane (top).






5 HRE&ERE T REBNESZ (Sophora tomentosa) {EF ©
Inflorescence of yellow necklacepod (Sophora tomentosa) blossoming under the bright blue summer sky.
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SEKRDMEIENR (Suriana maritima) - TRDPEBEEAR » EAHTE -
Bay cedar (Suriana maritima), which is not found in other parts of Taiwan, is widely distributed along the shores of
Dongsha Island; the flower of bay cedar (top).
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MLEXBETHEEN (Scaevola taccada)  °

Beach cabbage (Scaevola taccada) stretching towards the sky.
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B) EEZE F—HAESMN/EZNER (Cheilomenes sexmaculata) ©

op) Six-spotted zigzag ladybirds (Cheilomenes sexmaculata) breeding.
TE) HERINEBNENHEE S LS (Cassida circumdata) °

Bottom) Tortoise beetle (Cassida circumdata) with a shiny metallic sheen.
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RIEPTIEER LM BLIERME (Euploea core amymone) ©
Common Indian crow (Euploea core amymone) eclosion on the leaves of oleander.



RBEKAIEFTIRE - BIRBERRAIAEDRE (Cephonodes hylas)
Coffee bee hawkmoth (Cephonodes hylas) hovering over flowers of tree heliotrope to feed.
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ERBKEAVAL/EEUE (Atractomorpha sinensis) °
Pinkwinged grasshopper (Atractomorpha sinensis) has remarkable leaping ability.
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It is a need, also a desire

To feed the empty stomach

To rest the weary wings

Dongsha is the oasis in the vast blue sea
Surreal to the migrating birds

Here they set foot to rest

Fly away, till the time to meet again
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K [E) BREFREE (Amaurornis phoenicurus) RFVE FHE—IEES » BALEME °
Left) White-breasted waterhen (Amaurornis phoenicurus) is the only resident bird on Dongsha Island; shown here is a subadult white-breasted waterhen.

GE) B ERESBUENT ML, - BRI Numenius phaeopus) °

Right) Dongsha Island is an important rest stop for the migratory birds. Shown here is a Eurasian whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus).









MERERD BELHER (family Ardeidae) B48 -

)
ft) A siege of herons (family Ardeidae) wintering on Dongsha Island.
)
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) EE% BRI Lanius cristatus) » TERDVEAMBEER °
Left) Brown shrike (Lanius cristatus) is common in other parts of Taiwan, butit’s a rare sighting on Dongsha Island.
)

BIBH ) ERENEZE (Alcedo atthis) °
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TEHEHERIENGES (Arenaria interpres » Fr[B]) L= BE1S (Himantopus himantopus » H[E]) -
The ruddy turnstone (Arenaria interpres, left) and black-winged stilt (Himantopus himantopus, right) foraging in the tidal flats.
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Caressed by the sea breeze, tides rise and fall

Season after season, flowers bloom and fade

Things constantly change, within the circle of life

‘tis the moment to move on, wave goodbye till next time
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