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摘要

關鍵字：白腹秧雞、東沙島、繁殖棲地
白腹秧雞學名為Amaurornis phoenicurus 有4 個亞種，其中A. p.phoenicurus 為台灣及東沙島所見的亞種，在台灣的繁殖留鳥，分布於全台低地平原地區（劉小如等，2012），也是東沙島唯一的繁殖留鳥（社團法人高雄市野鳥學會，2008-2011、2013），棲息於島上的灌木叢。東沙島環境與台灣不同且缺乏淡水，白腹秧雞是否有不同的策略或行為是值得探討的問題。由於白腹秧雞繁殖季為每年3 到7 月（劉小如等，2012）本研究於103 年4 月到7 月期間每月於東沙島進行1週白腹秧雞繁殖領域及棲地利用調查，以了解其繁殖配對在島上的分布及偏好的棲地。

從4 月到7 月共發現48 處有白腹秧雞繁殖配對的地點，分布以東沙島東側的區域最多，有35 處。從6 到7 月共有20 處觀察到白腹秧雞的幼、雛鳥，雛鳥數量1 隻到4 隻，平均2.3 隻。在48 處白腹秧雞繁殖棲地內有出現的植物，比例最高為草海桐（27 處，56.25%）及林投（26 處，54.17 %），其次為白水木及牧地狼尾草（均為11 處，22.92 %）等，發現牧地狼尾草佔的比例很高，也瞭解白腹秧雞繁殖期偏好的棲地。根據調查結果及過程中的發現，我們建議應關注白腹秧雞族群的擴散與限制因素、復育原生植被、加強白腹秧雞的繫放與生態研究及控制、減少人為活動的干擾。
Abstract
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White-breasted Waterhens ( Amaurornis phoenicurus phoenicurus ), are common in the lowland in Taiwan and the only resident in the Dongsha ( Pratas ) Island living underneath the shrubs. Since the different environment between Dongsha Island and Taiwan, researches are called for understanding Whitebreasted Waterhens' reproduction strategies. We spent a week per month on Dongsha Island to search the reproducing pairs of White-breasted Waterhens since April to July, 2014, to understand the distribution of territories and habitat preference of reproducing pairs.

We had found 48 breeding pairs of White-breasted Waterhens since April to July, and most territories ( n= 35 ) are in the east area of Dongsha Island. We found 20 pairs parent had risen 1-4 chicks since June. Among 48 territories, we found Beach Cabbage ( Scaevola sericea Forst. f. ex Vahl, 1791 ) in 27 ones, Screw pine ( Pandanus odoratissimus L. f., 1781 ) in 26, Tree Heliotrope ( Tournefortia argentea L. f., 1781 ) and Mission grass ( Pennisetum polystachion (L.) Schult., 1824 ) in 11. We suggest to concer the spreading and restricting factor of Whitebreasted Waterhens, provide native plant reservation, banding and ecological researches of White-breasted Waterhens, and restrict the human disturbance.
