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摘要
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本文以研究者本身曾在東沙島服役的經驗出發，發覺廟誌與文獻的矛盾及知識斷裂，透過文獻整理與探討來建構東沙島的廟宇歷史，並針對東沙大王廟起源傳說的物證－神像與獨木舟，進行考究，接著由研究者曾接觸大王廟的經驗及訪談資料，嘗試論述東沙大王廟的信仰特質。

　　廟宇的興衰與東沙島歷史的發展變遷息息相關，過去幾次的重大變革使島上原有的廟宇付之一炬，島上曾有的廟宇，從名稱未統一的大王廟或天后廟，到官方建造的天后廟與漁民籌建的洪聖廟，最後則是現今的東沙大王廟；而現今的東沙大王廟承襲了「大王」的命名，其轉折與東沙島多次受到毀壞及重建有關，此外，透過本研究的討論，希望能夠作為統合多種版本廟宇歷史的開端。

　　透過碳14定年進行神像和獨木舟的檢測，神像的年代區間為西元1530年至西元1550年，及西元1635年至西元1650年；獨木舟的年代區間為西元1665年至西元1685年、西元1735年至西元1785年、西元1795年至西元1805年，以及西元1930年至西元1945年。在6種排列組合的年代中，最一致性的解讀是：神像和獨木舟為供奉者因遭遇災難，而將神像與船送出海。然而，其他組合仍有其可能性，不應忽略。

　　由軍隊管理的東沙大王廟，其功能既是島上人員的精神依託，也是高階官員視導的評量重點，而軍方對廟宇的重視，從信仰特質來看，大王廟的神聖感不僅被象徵神聖的符碼所營造，軍方對於這種神聖感的需求，也使得象徵神聖的符碼日益增多。

　　本文建議在相關著作中，能將東沙島的廟宇歷史做能詳細的描寫，並統合其他版本的文獻，釐清過往廟宇更迭的脈絡。有關神像與獨木舟的考究，建議往後研究可再採取其他部位的樣本進行檢測，以排除更多種可能性，提高考究的精確度。最後則是建議申請將神像與獨木舟列為古蹟，一方面彰顯其歷史價值，另一方面則是妥善保存古物的存續。
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Because of the contradiction between the temple record and documents, we try to construct history of Da-wang temple in Dongsha. Furthermore, focusing on a joss and a boat, the evidences to the folklore about the origination of Da-wang temple, and investigating the age. Finally, this research try to discuss the characteristic of faith in Da-wang temple.

There were at least two violent and large destruction in the past, and some temples got destroyed during these periods. The temples which had existed before, from the original Da-wang (or Tian-hou) temple to official Tian-hou temple, civil Hong-sheng temple and present Da-wang temple. The present name, Da-wang, is related to the transition of the history of destruction and reconstruction.

Measuring the age of samples with radiocarbon dating analysis, and we discover the age of the joss, the earliest age is A. D. 1530, and the latest age is A. D. 1650. The age of the boat, the earliest age is A. D. 1665, and the latest age is A. D. 1805. After carrying these data out the permutation and combination, we get the identical interpretation. Why the joss and the boat came to Dongsha island is because the people who worshiped the joss became refugees. So they took the joss into the boat, and let the boat going to the sea.

Da-wang temple is administered by the military. The function of Da-wang temple is not only spiritual supports but also the key point of appraisal. About the characteristic of faith in Da-wang temple, the sacred sense of the temple is not only constructed by symbols of sacredness. And the military's requirement of the sacred sense will increase the symbols of sacredness.
